May 15, 2018

the House has an opportunity to per-
manently eliminate one of the worst
examples of runaway government and
unaccountable bureaucracy by the
Obama administration.

The 2015 waters of the United States
rule, better known as WOTUS, is harm-
ful to farmers and agricultural pro-
ducers in Indiana and across the coun-
try. This rule gives unelected bureau-
crats at the EPA the power to broadly
interpret what is a navigable water-
way. This rule can be interpreted in a
way that even a puddle can be consid-
ered a navigable waterway subject to
Federal regulation.

I am proud to represent nearly 12,000
farms in northeast Indiana, and each
and every one of these operations could
be subject to this overreaching rule. At
a time of falling commodity prices, the
last thing that Hoosier farmers need is
an ambiguous, broad, and costly gov-
ernment decree that seeks to regulate
nearly every aspect of their operation.

I applaud efforts by the Trump ad-
ministration to delay this damaging
rule, but it is time to permanently re-
peal WOTUS. I urge my colleagues to
support its elimination as Congress
considers the farm bill this week.

————

ALLOWING DEAF CITIZENS TO
SERVE IN THE MILITARY

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, Keith
Nolan’s dream was to be a military of-
ficer. He excelled at the first two levels
of Army ROTC and was preparing to
take the next step when he was told
that he could not continue because he
failed the hearing portion of a military
medical exam.

This is not at all surprising, because
Keith Nolan is deaf. The United States
does not allow the deaf community to
serve in the military, unlike other na-
tions that allow deaf citizens to serve.

Despite Keith’s passion and despite
our attempts to establish a demonstra-
tion program to prove that the deaf
community is entirely capable of con-
tributing to our military, Keith does
not have the opportunity to serve his
country.

Today, I am mourning for Keith and
for the country, which lost out on his
service. But I want to celebrate his
passion and his dedication to expand-
ing civil rights for the deaf commu-
nity.

He has taken this rejection in stride,
creating an ROTC program at the
Maryland School for the Deaf. I am
once again calling for a demonstration
program that gives the deaf commu-
nity a chance to defend the country
they love.

———————

HISTORIC EMBASSY IN
JERUSALEM

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
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dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, this weekend I was grateful to
lead a congressional delegation to Je-
rusalem, where we met yesterday with
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and Knesset Foreign Affairs Chairman
Avi Dichter, while we attended the
opening of the U.S. Embassy in Jeru-
salem, ably coordinated by Ambassador
David Friedman with Ivanka Trump
and Jared Kushner.

Sadly, some threaten Israel’s legit-
imacy, but the opening of the U.S. Em-
bassy in Jerusalem, with the courage
of President Donald Trump, provides
validity to the State of Israel and their
inherent right to determine their own
capital.

America’s bond with Israel is unique.
And its strength is the foundation of
American leadership in the Middle
East for peace. By moving the embassy
to Jerusalem and promoting Israel’s
permanency, the world is safer for
American families. And I appreciate
the opportunity to have been there for
this historic achievement with Presi-
dent Trump fulfilling his promises.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and we will never forget September the
11th in the global war on terrorism.

Best wishes for a speedy recovery for
the Congressman from Maryland, AN-
THONY BROWN.

———————

RECOGNIZING DETECTIVE
MIOSOTIS FAMILIA

(Mr. ESPAILLAT asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in recognition of New York City
Police Department Detective Miosotis
Familia. Unfortunately, Miosotis was
the first Dominican-American female
officer killed in the line of duty in New
York City.

During National Police Week and
Peace Officers Memorial Day, I want to
celebrate and commemorate Detective
Familia. She, along with her law en-
forcement peers in New York and
across the country, was memorialized
at the National Law Enforcement Offi-
cers Memorial.

Detective Familia, as a Dominican-
American coming from a family of im-
migrants to the United States, and her
commitment to public service speaks
volumes of the benefits and sacrifice
that she and fellow immigrants and
people of color continue to make in the
United States, despite the over-
whelming anti-immigrant rhetoric that
exists in today’s political climate.

Immigrant communities continue to
play a vital role in every aspect of
American life. As the first Dominican-
American elected to Congress, I under-
stand that service to country and com-
munity is not limited by one race or
ethnicity, as did Defective Familia.

I have represented the Familia fam-
ily for over 22 years, both in the State
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legislature and now in Congress. This
is a somber moment, but one that de-
mands our recognition of the tremen-
dous service that Detective Familia
gave to her community.

———

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL POLICE
WEEK

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to join so many of my colleagues
in recognizing National Police Week.

These days, it seems like our uni-
formed officers don’t always receive
the respect and admiration they de-
serve, making this week all the more
important in my mind.

I am especially thankful for Officers
David Bailey and Crystal Griner, who,
as everyone in this Chamber Kknows,
saved many lives when they took down
an armed gunman at last year’s base-
ball practice.

Our law enforcement officers now
deal with this type of threat on a daily
basis, sometimes even from deranged
individuals who specifically want to
kill cops. There were 135 officers killed
in the line of duty last year, but unlike
me and you, they know the risks when
they go to work in the morning, and
they accept them.

For these men and women who wear
the badge each day and dedicate their
lives to making our communities a bet-
ter place, it must often feel like a
thankless job.

Well, not today. I want every law en-
forcement officer around the country
to know that you are appreciated and
you are admired. Thank you for every-
thing you do, and God bless you and
keep you safe in your duties.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BANKS of Indiana). Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the resignation
of the gentleman from Pennsylvania
(Mr. DENT), the whole number of the
House is 428.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 14, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 14, 2018, at 10:28 a.m.:
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